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Introduction
Special issue on algebra and coding theory
This special issue is dedicated to Professor Zhe-Xian Wan, one of the editors of
this journal, on the occasion of his 80th birthday. Professor Wan is a highly respected
educator and a very distinguished scientist who has made important contributions in the
areas of algebra, classical groups, coding theory, cryptography, ﬁnite ﬁelds, combina-
torics, and ﬁnite geometry. He is an academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
and his pioneer work on coding theory and cryptography has had great inﬂuence on
several generations in China, including us. For a summary of Professor Wan’s life and
his academic achievements, the reader may refere to “A Short Biography of Zhe-Xian
Wan” in this issue written by one of his students, Professor Zhongming Tang.
This special issue consists of 10 research papers, 6 of which are related to algebra,
number theory, and combinatorics, and the other to coding theory and cryptography. All
technical contributions to this special issue have been carefully reviewed. We sincerely
thank the referees for their kind assistance, and we are very grateful to Professor Gary
Mullen for giving us the opportunity to guest-edit this special issue. We also express our
thanks to all contributors to this special issue. On behalf of Professor Wan’s colleagues,
collaborators, friends, and students, we wish him all the best in all aspects of life in
the many years to come.
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